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DISSENTERS. 


 Dearly Beloved, 


"#4 


Y hearty Deſire and Prayer to God 
for you is, that you may befav'd : 
For which Cauſe, I here Dedicate 
to you another Sermon, that I may, if poſ- 
ble, convince you, of the great Danger 


you have run your ſelves into, by your Sepa- 


the Clamours raiſed againſt me, for my for- 
mer Sermon Dedicated to Lou: That I am 
called the Tool of a Party, and am ſet on, 


but all the Foreign Reform'd Churches like- 
wiſe ; That I am an inconſiderable ſenſeleſs 
Fellow, and what I ſay, is not worth any 
Man's Notice ; That the Church of England 
allows the Baptiſm of Diſſenters to be _ 
A 2 an 


ration from the Epiſcopal Church. I know 


and e not only to Unchurch you, 
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The PRETACk. 


and no conſiderable Church-Men, have ever 
preach'd or taught the contrary. 

"Now as to my being the Too! of 4 
Party, &. I thank God, I can ſafely ſay, 
That I never made or preach'd a Sermon, for 
the ſake of any Party whatſoever : Neither 
have % 9 Bir my Diſcourſes 

Pleaſe ox, di e, but only whe 
L I preachgd'was rf ob 0 
tures, icht tend to the Edifieation 
my Hearers, That as to Unchurching the 
Diſſenters, andthe Foreign keform'd Church- 
es ; I am ſo far from Means ny ſuch Pur- 


a 
poſt} that itãs my woſt ear | e e, they 
ſhould W be u > do che T- Ee 
and Apoſtolick Church, But if they have 
Unchurch'd themſelves, by rejecting Epiſce- 
pacy, and like Feroboam, have made Prieſts 
r themſelves, without any Cemmiſſio 
from Chri#t ; am Ito be blamed, for ſeching 
to reduce them from this Dangerous Error, 
and:endeavoining ty perſuade them to return 
to the CHURCH > 1 le 
As to my being an inconſiderable ſenſeleſs 
Fellow, 1 hope wife Men will not conſider 
who ſpeaks, but what is ſpoket: Let who 
will ſay it, certainly it behoveg you, for your 
Salvation depends upon it, to examine, whe- 


ther the Doctrine be true or not: For il it 


be true, it matters not how inſignificant the 
Perſon is that delivers it ; and- if falſe, a 
Mau of the greateſt Authority, for Wiſdom 
and Learning cannot make tt true, 


As 


Tbe Pas FAC 
As ta the Opinion of our Church in this 
Matter, it is ſufficientiy declared in the Ru- 


Kist for Private Bapriſm, where it appoints 
ay, wm other to Baptize than the T,awtul: Mini- 
for er, even in Cafes of great Cauſe and Ne- 
her R that a Child ſhould 
ſes MW rather dye without Haptiſm, than receive it 
ar from a Lay Hand. Which certainly would 


| not have been ſb appointed, if the Church 
1 had been of Opinion, 'That:Eoy-Baptifen 
he vas of ariy manber of Efficacy, and could 
h- be in the leaft-wiſe beneficial. For if Lay. 
Buptiſm be only irregular and not ineffectual, 
t is better certainly, That the lrreguharity 
ſtould be diſpenſed wich, than that a Per- 
ve n ſhould looſe the Efficacy of the Sacra- 
. nent. Our Church therefore, not allowing 
s L- Ragtiſm, even where: no other can be 
bad, plainly ſheuis, That it is Her Opinion, 
That ſuch pretended Baptiſm is of no Va- 


this, the Church of England has always al- 
lowed the Diſſenters Baptifms to be Valid, I 
s WM defire- to know by what Canon, Nubrict, or 
r Article this is allowed? For it is nothing 
0 do the Purpoſe to ſay, That the Clergy of 
r our Church, have generally admitted Di/- 
rere to Communion, without: requiring 
t them to be baptized, by: One Epiſcopally Or- 


e dained: For we are to learn the Senſe of 


the Church from the Liturgy, Articles and 
Canons; and not from Common Practice. 
Whether any conſiderable Men of our 
14 4 Church, 


kdity. //J6' iv. be faid; that natwithſtanding 


* 


The PRETAcE. 
Church, have preached againſt the Validity 
of 'Lay-Baptiſm, I cannot affirm, becauſe} 
have had gbut little Opportunity: to heat 
them: preach, but I know that Mr: Benner, 
and Mr. Reeves, (two as conſiderable Men, 
as ar of the Parochial Clergy) have declard 
againſt the Validity of ſuch pretended ap. 
tiſm in Print, and I have. Reaſon to believe, 
that ſome as! conſiderable have done the 
ſame from the Pul pit. 
The Doctrine contained, in the former 
Part of the following Diſcourſe, is what! 
conceive all of you (except the Quakers, 
and thoſe that call themſelves Baptiſts) will 
approve, and treats of a Subject on which 
many Volumes have been written: But the 
latter part affects all the Diſſenters in gene- 
ral, and. has not, that I know of, been ſo 
often diſcuſſed. However, it is certainly a 
Matter of the greateft Moment, and there- 
fore I conjureyou to conſider it ſeriouſly. For 
if the Doctrine be true , as in my Conſci- 
ence, I am perfectly convinced that it is, 
all that have received, what they call Baptiſn 
from ſuch Diſſenting Teachers, as never had 
Epiſcopal Ordination, are. in a very dange- 
rous State, and ought as ſoon as poſſible to 
get themſelves truly Baptiz d in our Church. 
And it I ſhould be miſtaken, I ſuppoſe you 
do not want Men of Ability to-confute me, 
Bur 1 muſt defire thoſe who ſhall go about 
that Work, if any ſhall thiok fit to attempt 
it, That they will not expe& I ſhould 1 
233 gar 
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eard whatever they can ſay of the Con- 
; uences of :the/Do&rine, and how many 
all be Unchureh'd eby it 31 for; ſhould 
thoſe Conſequetzces neceſſarily. folow from 
it, they cannot. make it falſe,r.1f1the Foun- 
dation ;0n;which:it; is built be trùe. T“ 


— 
My * 8 » 


No the Eoundation, on which the Do- 
arine contained in the latter Part of the fol- 
lowing Sermon ſtands, are theſe Two Points. 
Firt, That a Lay: Aſan cannot Miniſter either 
of the Sacraments,” inſtituted by 7eſus Chriſt, 
therefore Baptiſm being a Sacrament, cannot 
. be Miniſtred by a Lay-Man e This is the 
il} Docrine contaitied in the Twenty Third 
Article of our Church, which if I miſtake 
he rot, your Teachers themſel ves ſubſcribe, 
e- It is alſo a Doctrine taught. by the\Aſem- 
o % of Divines, (as they are called) both in 
their Directory and Confeſſion of Faith. And 
e. I doubt not to be able, to make it appear, 
or That the contrary Doctrine, as far as re- 
i. kes to the (Sacrament of Bapriſm, is a 
„ nere Popiſh Doctrine. The other Point 
m is. That whoſoever is not Epiſcopally Or- 
id Wl Gained, is no more than a mere 25 

e- This is certainly the Doctrine of Our 
o Church, and was ſo of the whole Chri- 
1, ſtian Church, for above 1 500 Years. . Who- 
u IM focver therefore undertakes to confute me, 
e. and ſhall not invalidate one of theſe Pre- 
it WI muſes, I ſhall not think any thing elſe he 
t aan fay to be worth my Notice. 


d . That 
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The Panaics? 
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„That cod. in his Meiry, would 
Gracibuſly pleaſed to open your Eyes, ang 
give you Grace, impartially to enquite in. 
to the Truth of this Doctrine, which z 
of ſuch Moment, with Relarion to * 
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The Extent of Car 1sT's | 
Commiſſion to Bapti ge. 


Mar. xxviii. 19. 


Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Gho8. | 7 


N . 


T2. E Words contain that Commiſ: 


ſion, which our Saviour, a little before 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven, gave to 
his Diſciples, in order to Authorize chem to 
encreaſe and enlarge his Church, by the Solemn 
* Admiſſion of new Members into it, after a par- 
Th ticular Form and Manner which he here pre- 
ſcribes to chem. The Text it ſelf is well known 
' | W and remember'd by moſt Perſons, but I am 
; afraid is not ſo well obſerved, and underſtood 
it ought to be. It 45 very frequent in the 
Mouths of à particular Sect of Men, who miſ- 
underſtand and miſapply it, as if it plainly 
tended to make Infants uncapable of Baptiſm. 
It is alſo, I am afraid, not ſufficiently obſerv'd 
by many, wich relation to the Perſons, to 
whom this Commiſſion is granted. 


» B All 


1 
4 
f 
- 
li 
* 
ö 
h 
t 
+ 


| 
] 
f 
l 


The Extent of 

All Secs and Parties, except the Quaker, 
ſeem ſenſible, that Bapriſm is hereby made 2 
perpetual Sacrament, or Divine Inſtitution, or- 
dained by ChriZ himſelf for the Admiſſion of 
Members into his Church ; but all do not 
ſeem ſuflicigncly ſenſible, who are the Perſons 
to whom this Authority is given, to admit 
Members into the Body of Chrift, but ate apt 
to think, if a Perſon is baptiz'd, it matters 
not by whom that Ordinance is adminiſtred: 
That altho* for Order ſake, it may be moſt 
fit and proper to have it performed, by ſuch 
as are ſet apart for Holy Functions and Mini- 
ſtrations, yet, if the Thing be done by any 
other Petſon, it is nevertheleſs valid; and that 
the Baptiſm is good: and the Perſon who has re- 
ceiv'd it from the Hands even of a meer Lay- 
man, is as good a Chriſtian,'and as much a 
Member of the Church, as he that has re- 
ceived it from a Prieſt. 

F ſhall therefore in the following Diſcourſe, 
endeavour to eſtabliſſ thefe TWO Points, 


0: Eirft, That there is nothing in this Text, 
which tends to make Infants uncapable of, ot 
unqualify d for, Baptiſm, but the contrary: And 
Secondly, That it is no indifferent Matter by 
whom any Perſon is baptiz d, becauſe Chriit 
in theſe Words has plainly authoriz d a parti - 
cular Order of Men, to perform this Office. 


I. Fit then, There is nothing in this Text, 
which tends to make Infants uncapable of, ot 
unqualify'd for Baptiſm, but the contrary. 
There is a well known Set, which call them 
ſelves Bapriſts, as if they were the only truly 
baptiz d Chriſtians, and that no others beſides 
have any true Baptiſm amongſt them: Ty 
125 | Ove 


Chriſt”s Commiſſion to Baptize. 
love to call themſelves Baptized Believers, as if 
none but They,notwirhſtanding they areBelievers,; 
could claim the Grace and Benefits of Bapriſm, 
But let them aſſume what Name or Appellati- 
on they pleaſe, and pride themſelves with a 
vain Boaſt, T am firmly perſwaded, and doubt 
not to prove it alſo, that they are neither true 
Believers, nor yet truly baptiz'd. This is the Sect 
which denies Baptiſm ro Infants, and pretends 


to prove from this Text, Thar ſuch are neither 


qualify'd for, nor capable of Baptiſm. They 


tell us, That the Words are; Teach all Nations, 
baptizing them, therefore ſay they, It is neceſſary 


that all Perſons ſhould be taught before they are bap- 
d, but Infants are unqualify'd for Teaching ; and 
uncapable of it, conſequently they are e 
and uncapable of Baptiſm. It is true, the Words in 
our Engliſh Bibles are, Teach all Nations, bapti- 
ring them : But the Holy Evangeliſt, who wrote 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, did nor 
write his Book in our Language, and there- 
fore, if our Tranſlators have not in this Place, 
given us the true Senſe of the Original, we 
ought not to build any Doctrine upon that, 
which they have plainly miſinterpreted. And 
therefore by the way, I muſt give you a Cau- 
tion, that you be very careful that you be not 
led away into new Notions or Opinions, con- 
trary to the receiv'd Doctrine of our Church, 
becauſe you may be ſhew'd ſome particular 
Text of Scripture, which as it lyes in our com- 
mon Bibles, may ſeem oppoſite to it: But in all 
ſuch Caſes have recourſe ro your Paſtors, who 
underſtand the Original Language, and be 
firſt ſatisfy d by them, that the Words are right- 
y and truly tranſlated, and that you have à 
ght Notion and Underſtanding of them: 
Our Tranſlation, God be prais'd, is generally 
B 2 e 


'd for 
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very good, and may for the moſt part be de- 

pended on, but not in all Caſes, and therefore 

when Scruples ariſe about any particular Pf. 

ſage, it is neceſſary to have Recourſe to the 
GBS... 

In the Text now under our Conſideration. 

There is clearly a Miſtake in our Tranſlati. 

on, and it ſhould not be faid, Teach all Nation, 

but Diſciple all Nations, luptix ing them : That is, 

gather Diſciples our of allNations by Baptiſm, or male 

+ Note, {Diſciples orCbriſtiens of lNations Lenne them, 

That theſe Now 2 Diſciple is a » a Perſon put under 

= % the Diſcipline and Inſtruction of another, to be 


iſciples taught, directed, and guided by him, and ſuch 
or Chri- as He ſhall depute for that Purpole. Therefore, 
ſtians J are when our Saviour gave his Apoſtles Com- 
— mandment, To Diſciple all Nations, baptizing 
ing in our them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
oſt Au- of the Holy Gboſt, He thereby plainly required 
thentick of them, that they ſhould make uſe of the Ce- 
_— remony of Baptiſm, to admit Scholars or Leam- 
en er into the School of Cbrig, and thereby to 
put them under the Diſcipline, Inſtruction, and 
Guidance, of the Three Perſons in the Bleſſed 
Trinity, God the Father, Gad the Sow, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, to be Taught and Directed by theſe 
Three Perſons and one God, and to be obedi- 
ent to him in all Things, as Scholars or Learn- 
ers to their Maſter. And being thus admit- 
ted into the School of Cbriſt, then they are to 
be inſtructed and taught ſuch Things, as ate 
roper for them to obſerve and do. For which 
. our Lord adds, in the Words follow - 
ing the Text, another Precept for the Inſtru- 
ction of thoſe that are thus made Diſciples, 
Teaching them, ſays he, to obſerve all Things what- 

Jever I have commanded you. 


Now 


Chriſt's mmiſiom to Baptize. 
Now a Child, an Infant, may ba admitted 
nder the Care, and Conduct of a Maſter, even 
rom the Womb, if any Maſter: will be ſo kind 
5 to take him into his Houſe or Family ſa 
young» And this Chriſt has ſhaw'd himſelf to 
be ready and willing to do: For we read in 
the Goſpel, That they brought 
lim, that be ſhauld touch them, and bit Diſciples re- 13. 
iuked thoſe that brought them. But when Jeſus ſaw 
ir, be was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid.unto them, ſuf+ 
fer the little Children: to come unto me," and forbid 
them not: For of fuch is the Kingdom of Gad. This 
a very plain Evidence, that Chi is willing 
to take Infants,or young Children into his own 
immediate Care and Protection, to have them 
dedicated to him, brought into his Houſe or 
Family the Charch, Which he üſnälly in the 
Goſpel, calls by the Name of the Kaugdow of 
Heapen, Shall we fay then, that they are un- 
ualify d, or uncapable to be made his Diſci- 
„when be has fo plainly told us, That his 
Family, Church or Kingdom belongs to ſuch as 
are ſo qualifſy d? L | 
Again, when any Perſon is admitted into a 
School to be a Diſciple, Scholar or Learner 
ſe in that Place, either he himſelf (if he be of 
i: WF Years of Diſcretion capable to do it) or his 
Parents, or Guardians in his Name, (if he be 
t- W under Years of Diſcretion) muſt Covenant 
0 vich the Maſter on this Occaſion. And if the 
Covenant is intended to be binding and ſtrong, 
ud to tye both Parties to the Performance of 
n for a certain Term, as is the Cafe of Appren- 
- lices, who are put out and bound for ſeveral 
„ ears, the Covenant, Contract or Agreement 
nmuſt be Sign'd and Sealed. The Diſciple or 
Apprentice engages to be Dutiful and Obedi- 
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ent to his Matter, and the Maſter engages to 
main- 


young Children fa Mar. x, 


T ꝰ̃be Extent of 
maintain, and make all due and proper Proviſon 
for the Apprentice or Diſciple, and to inſtrud 
and teach him the Myſteries of his Profeſſion 
And tho? the Perſon thus bound be under 
Years of Diſcretion, he is nevertheleſs a Scho. 
lar, Diſciple! or Apprentice to his Maſter, and 
they are both bound to perform the Conditions 


of the Covenant, ſo far as they are capable of 


doing it! The Diſciple or Apprentice is bound 
to be Dutiful and Obedient to his Maſter, ſo far 
as he is able, and the Maſter to provide for, 
maintain, and inſtruct him, ſo far as he is capa- 
ble of Learning. And the Caſe is the ſame, 
whether the Contract were made by the Diſci- 
ple or Apprentice himſelf immediately, or by 
others in his Name. 5 CONE 55 + hb 
It is plain therefore, That Infants or Chil- 
dren under Years of Diſcretion;arenot unqua- 
lify' d or uncapable of being made Diſciples, 
that is Scholars, Learners or Apprentices. Since 
the Contract or Covenant which makes a Dil. 
ciple, may be, and uſually is made, not diredtly 
and immediately by the Diſciple, Learner or 
Apprentice himſelf, but by others in his Name. 
When our Bleſſed Saviour chen gave his Apo- 
ſtles Commandment, To mike all Nations Di/- 
ciples, that is, to wake all People bis Scholars or 
Apprentices, to covenant with them that they 
ſhould. be Dutiful, and Obedient to him; 
and that then he would take them into 
his Church, Family or Kingdom; provide for 
them, maintain them, and inſtructthem in thoſe 
Holy Myſteries, which ſhall qualify them to 
enjoy that Eternal Happineſs, which he has 
prepared for them, and to Seal this Covenant 
by Baptizing them; And then to teach them all 
things whatſoever he had commanded : He very 


plainly ſhew'd, that he by no Means intended 
| ro 
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chriſt's Commi ſſon to Baptize: 
to exclude Infants from this Bleſſing. Becauſe, 
iInfancs. are no leſs capable, of being put under 
he Care and Conduct of a Maſter, to be Diſ- 
aplin d and Inſtructed by him, as they ſhould 
become capable of Learning, than Perſons of 
Riper Lears. Nay, if we believe our Lord 
himſelf, Little Children are indeed naturally 


Elder Perſons; For, before Perſons of Riper 
Years can be quality d, to enter into his Diſciple 
ſuip into his Church, or the Kingdom of God, 
they muſt take Pains to make themſelves what 
Children are by Nature. Verily Iſay unto you, ſays 
„ Chriſt, * Ye be converted and become as little Chil- 
by en, Je ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 
oe ver therefore, ſhall humble himſelf as this little 
it. chill, the ſame is greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
12; Wl You ſee therefore, even in our Saviours own 
es, Opinion, that Children have one Qualification 
ce for Diſcipleſbip, which elder - Perſons naturally 
if, hare not, and that is Humility. 
ly This Virtue of Humility is 2 neceſ- 
or ſary for a Diſciple. For, it behoves a Learner 
e. to be ſenſible of his own Ignorance and want 
o. of Underſtanding, in thoſe Things wherein he 
/. (Leſires to be inſtructed: For, if he judges him- 
ſelf to be as Wiſe as his Maſter, he will have 


Ir 
y no Regard to his ; Maſters Inſtructions : He 
; vill Diſpute and Argue againſt his Doctrines, 
0 and examine the Reaſonableneſs of his Com- 
1 mands, before he will be prevail'd with to o- 
e bey them. This is certainly very unbecoming 
o Bf * Diſciple : A Maſter will ſoon be weary of 
chat Scholar, chat thinks he is wiſer than him- 
t MW {lf, and regards not his Inſtructions ; or of 
l 


that Servant, who will IT, diſpute, and 
argue, againſt the Reaſonableneſs of his Com- 
mands, So Chrift cannot approve of ſuch Dil- 

cipics, 


w—_  <g=_ 


better qualify'd, to be made his Diſciples than 


| 
I 
| 


Matth. 


of Heaven. xyili. Jo 
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ciples, a will not believe his Doctrines or obey 
his Commands, unleſs they be ſuch, as they bj 
their own Natural U anding judge to be 
—— — men - of them 

* rious, ity © Human 
Underſtanding: And his — are many 
of them harſh, and ſevere, diſagreable to the 
Conſtirurion of Fleſh and Blood, in their mere 
Natural Capacity. And therefore Children, ot 
thoſe who humble themſelves as Children, and 
rely not, on their own Knowledge and Under: 
derſtanding, ſo much as — it into any 
Competition with that of their Mafter, are, ac. 
cCording to Our Saviour s on Declaration, moſt 

cnpable, and beſt qualify d to be his Diſciples: 
Of ſuch, ſays he, is rhe Ning dom of Heaven: That 
is, his Diſciples, for whom the Kingdom of 
Heaven is prepared, muſt be qualify'd wich 
that Humilicy-and Submiſſion to Cbriſt, which 
Children naturally ſhew to their Governours 
and Inſtructors. d if Children are thus na. 
turally qualify'd to ſubmit and obey, which is 
the proper Accompliſhment or Qualification 
of 4 Diſciple, even according to our Saviour 
on Doctrine, ſhall we ſay, that they are un- 
qualify d to be made Chrif*s Diſciples? 
But it is objected, that notwitchſtanding all 
this, ir is very evident, That the Apoſtles, to 
whom this Commiſſion was given, required 
Faith and in thoſe whom they bapti- 
zed. — — — — 1 — * 2 — 
the cent of the Gboſf, $, Repent 
be baptized every one of you in the News of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Then they that gladly receiv d bis Word wirt 
baptizd. That when the Ewwch defired to be 
bapriz'd, Philip ſaid, If thou believeft with all thine 
Heart thou may ft. be anſwered and ſaid, I be. 
lie vs that Jeſus Chriſt is rhe Son of God, And _ 
Ws 


4 


witho 
ment. 

are to 
tance 
ing m. 
ſuch 8 
Years 

of any 
in they 
ture, \ 
that c 
their 


Chriſt's Commiſſton to Baptixe. 

Philip baptiz d him. With ſeveral other like In- 
ſtances. It is alſo ſaid, that this is the Doctrine 
of the Church of England; for when it is asked 
in the Church Catechiſm, What is required of 
Perſons to be baptix d? The Anſwer appointed to 
be given to that Queſtion 15, Repentance whereb: 
they for{ake Sin, and Faith whereby they ſtedfaſtly 


believe the Promiſes of God, made to them in that Sa- 


gament. So that, both according to the Scrip- 
tures, and the Doctrine of the Church of England 
agreeable to the Scriptures, both Faith and Re- 
ance are plainly requir d in Perſons to be 
babe d. Conſequently that Infants who can- 
not Repent and Believe, ought not to be baptix d. 
In Anſwer to which, it is to be obſerv d, that 
every Diſciple ſhould be at Peace with his 
Maſter, becauſe, if there be any Enmity be- 
tween the Scholar and Maſter, it will be a 
great Obſtruction to the Diſcharge, of thoſe 
Duties, which the Scholar owes to his Maſter, 
and of thoſe Benefits which he ſhould receive 
from him. Now our Sins ſet us at Enmity with 
God, and all Perſons, who live to Years of 
Diſcretion,commitſuch Sins as to provoke God 
tothat Degree, That we may be well aſſured, 
he will not receive them to be his Diſciples, 
without Repentance and Promiſes of Amend- 
ment. Therefore, when Perſons of Riper Years 
are to be baptiz d, it is neceſſary that Repen- 
tance he requir d of them, in order to their be- 
ing made Diſciples of Chriſt. But Infants have no 
ſuch Sins to repent of, as all Perſons of riper 
Years have ; They neither are, or can be guilty 
of any actual Tranſgreſſions. There i; nothing 
in them, beſides the Original Corruption of Na- 
ture, which we bring into the World with us, 
that can be in the leaſt offenſive to God: And 
their Innocence as to all Actual Sin, plainly 
| —v— "Nr gives 


— 3 
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n. lp of | 

"me s ood a Title tothe Grace of 
Econciliation,' mou Repentaticy of * 
Hon. And cheref i e ies requiring 
epentance from gtiofe grown Perfofts thiy 
BY 15 is no ne hit Infants fre to 
faded from that Sacrament, "becauſe 
195 not Repent: For as they Sannöt ke. 

1 Wh a0 They ſin,” Which is the 

1 thing that makes Repentancè neceſſa 
he tht is introctttt or free from actual 8. 
certainly in as oof a Cafe, as he that has 

000 Sin and tepented of it. Would not 
any of You be at feaſt 48 well pleaſed wich, 
and as willing to med Kindneſs to, a Man 
that never offended you, as to due cher had 
offehded and begg d your Pardon? 

Again, che Apaftles indeed tequired, that 
9 Perſons. Roe they daptiz d, ſhould 
believe” and make Profefion of their Faith: 
And It 9 freely grafted! chat this alſo waz 

Fe e Af 5 15 77 Perſor!, chitik it con- 

c dme a Diſciple to art Man, 

8 at 4s; 195 ut Hntſelf to Siool'th nel, or to 


ehis A Prentice * it 5 that he mut 
Elie ve chat Man, to Be both abte and willing 
to teach; afd' inftru& Fim, in that Profeſſion » 
Jenes 70 learn, RG may obtain a comfot- 
Table Subſiftertce by 2 Bt this” er, not, 
Put char 4 Jen mir te put under the "Care, 
and. Tyirion, ; Maſter, chough he 
Ae ae o cr believes any thing, 
For Want 8 e e And in this 

E Belief bf 98 Parent, Guardian or 

-other Perſon, who puts him under the Care 
"of that Maiter, iS 15 ily fufficient; And if che 
Child does. believe as he grows Up, Aich comes 
to Years of better Uni erftanding; that hi 


Matter is both Able and 6—— him, 
in 
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in the Praten fion. he is. defrops co learn, thas 
he may * \ Comforra deten by It 

tis eg d yet after he comes 8 pro- 

fels and be t d in this Belięf, he is no more 
2 Diſciple, no Feb a, Scholar or Apprentice 
than be. Was before. So, when one that js At 
Lears of don, would be made a Diſci- 
le of Cie by Baptiſm, it is neceſſary that 

hare A in 5 Jl Holy T Trigity the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Chop. in whoſe Name 5 
bto be baptiz d, and to whom he is to be mad 
a Diſciple. That he ſhould believe, that 2 70 
is the Fey, the Truth and the Life, That 
will inſtruct him in the Way of Life, that 18 
his School the Church, he ſhall learn that 
Holy Profeion, which Gaal afford him not 
only a Com fortable, but a Glorious : and 'Blef- 
ſed Soblftence, a moſt deſirable, and happy 
Life to all Eternity, a Life and Lively hood that 
ſhall neyer haye End. But this hinders not, but 
that a Child may be made a Diſciple of Chriff, 
and be put under his Care and Tuition the 
it cannot actually have, or make Profeſlion of 
this Faich.at the very time of Admiſſion into 
his School or Church. In this Caſe, as in 
the former, between Man and Man, the Be- 
lief or Faith, of thoſe who, bring him to. be 
madea Diſciple, and to puthim into the School 
of ChriF, and who promiſe Faith and Reper- 
ance in the Childs Name, is ſufficient. . And 
tis enough, that the Child have, and make 
outward Profeſſion of, this Faith and Repen- 
tance, as he grows up and comes to Years 
of better Underſtanding, 

As therefore our Church, acknowledges 
Faith and Repentance to be required i in Perſons 
to be baptiz'd, yet ſhe nevertheleſs enzoyns 

Im of Infants, and gives this Reaſon 
C 2 for 
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ſhalt be circumciſed among 
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for it, becauſe .they promiſe them both, That i; 
both Faith and Repentance, by their Sureties 
which Promiſe when they come to Age, themſely; 
are bound to perform. For, as Children may be 
put under the Care of a Guardian, Maſter, 
or Tutor, before they are capable of learning 
from him, or being inſtructed by him; yet, as 
they grow up, and become capable of learn. 
ing, they are bound to be taught and govern'd 
by him; and to perform thoſe Covenants, 
which thoſe that put them under ſuch Guar- 
dianſhip and Tuition, contracted and promiſed 
in their Names; fo, when Infants are made 
Diſciples of Chriſt, they are put under his 
Guardianſhip and Tuition, by their Surities, 
whom we call Godfathers and Godmothers, who 
Promiſe and Vow in the Child's Name, and 
then as the Child grows up, and becomes ca- 
pable of Performing the Duties of ſuch a Diſ- 
ciple, he is bound to do, what his Surieties 
promiſed in his Name. And if he fails to do 
it, he forfeits his Right to thoſe Bleflings, and 
to that Inheritance which Chriff has purchas d 
for him, and which belong to all thoſe Diſci- 
ples, which perform the Duties of the Cove- 
Nant, . ige | 

Now, that Children may enter into Cove- 


.. nant with God, is evident from the Scriptures, 


becauſe the Fewiſh Children were ſo entred 
by Circumciſion : For God ſaid to Abraham 
when he Covenanted with him, This is my Co- 
venant, which ye ſhall keep between me and you, and 
thy Seed after thee ; every ' Man-Child among you 
ſuall he circumciſed. And he that is-eight Days oli 
| you. And the uncircum- 
ciſed Man Child ſhall be cut off from his People: He 
bath broken my Covenant. Alſo Moſes ſays, I. 


14. 12. ſand this Day all of you before the Lord your God, 
you 
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is ou and your little ones: That thou ſhouldt enter 
e 6 Colne with the Lord thy God. er 
yes Since then it is ſo evident, both from the 
be W Reaſon and Nature of the Thing, and from 
er, che Scriptures alſo, That Children are capable 
g of being entred into the Covenant of Diſciple- 
25 W ſhip with God, and our Saviour commanded 
n- to make all Nations Diſciples, without the leaſt 
d Intimation, that Infants ſnould be excluded; 
ts, W it is manifeſt, that there is nothing in this 
r- Text, which tends to make Infants uncapable 
ed of, or unqualify'd for Baptiſm, but the direct 
de WM contrary : And this very Text, not only per- 
is mics, bur plainly obliges us to admit Infants 
x, into Chi Church by Baptiſm. 


— 


ho Therefore let me intreat you, that you be 
nd not led away, or ſeduced by ſuch as are un- 2 Pet. iii. 
2- Wl larned and unſtable, who wreſt the Scriptures to 10. 


i- air oun Deſtructiun, who falſely apply a wrong 
es W Tranſlation of this Text, to countenance and 
do Wl ſupport their own Dreams and Fancies, Teach - Mat. xr 
nd ing fer Doctrine the Commandnients of Men. They 9. ; 
d conlider-nor, that Baptiſm is a Grace or Fa- 
1- our of God, by which we are made his Cho- 
'e&- MW fen or Adopted Children, and that Infants are 
as capable of being made Children of God, as 
e- elder Perſons, becauſe, they are as capable of 
es, bis Favour or Grace. They will not obſerve 
ed the Order preſcrib'd by our Saviour, when he 
n commanded all Nations to be made his Diſci- 
- ples. Thar they were firſt to be made Diſci- 
nd ts by Baptiſm, and then to be tawght all things 
jou WH whatſoever be had commanded. That the Apo- 
ls WW files alſo proceeded in this manner. That the 
w- very firſt Day they publiſh'd the glad Tydings 
He WF of the Goſpel, they baptiz'd three thouſand aa. ii. 
Te WF Souls. That it was not poſſible that ſo many 41. 
WW Perfons, could in that time be inſtructed 
ou in 
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And it is evident from the Context, that 10 
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in all the Duties of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and conſequently, that many, not to ſay moſt 
of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, Were taught 
them afterwards. It is therefore evident, that 
they were only then admitted into the Schocl 
of Cbriſt, in order to their Inſtruction. And 
are not Children capable of being thus ad- 
mitted? Cannot they, as, Well as elder Per. 
ſons, be entred into the School or Diſcipleſhip 
of Chriſt, in order to learn as ſoon as 112 are 
capable, what, is the Duty of a Chriſtian? 
They may undoubtedly : And being ſo 1 
ted, do belong to the School. or Church of 
Cbriſt, and are no leſs his Diſciples, than the 
moſt wiſe and knowing Chriſtians. Since 
therefore your Children are capable of the 
Grace of Baptiſm, as J trüſt, I have conyincd 
you that they are; I hope you will nec need 
any Arguments, to perſwade you to bring them 
to receive this Sacrament in their Infancy: 
Becauſe, if it be a Privilege or Advantage, as 
undoubtedly it is a very. great one, to be made 
a Diſciple of Cbriſt: you; ought 3s ſoon 3; 
| pay) t procure thi Privilege for them, 
for it they dye without it, wWe have, no Pro- 
mile to rely upon for their Salyation, I will 


therefore now proceed t ſhew “,. 


II. Secondly, That it is no indifferent Mat- 
ter, hy whom any Perſon is baptiz d, becauſe, 
Cbriſt in the Words of the Text, has plain 
Authorized à particular Order of Men to pet- 


form this Office. The Words of the Text are, 


Go XE therefore. and. Diſciple all Nations, b«- 


| e them... The Word ye, plainly denotes the 
.. . , Perſons he was then 1 to, and unto 
whom He gave this C 


ommiſſion to b.ptize. 


Chriſt's Commiſſon to Baptize. 15 
ns he here Rüthorizes or Commiſſions 

oft bor this: Office, were; not the whole Body of 

ht bie Diſciples, but a feleck Number of them, 

ut chich he had choſen out of the reſt, to whom 

oy he committed that Power and Authority which 

ny brute 


to himfelf.” For, our Lords Diſci- 
d. ples, were at the time of the Reſutrection 
er- above Five Hundred, as we learn from St. Paul 
up MW who tells us, That after his Reſurrection and 
rc I before his Aſcenſton, He war ſeen'of above Five 1 Cor. xv. 
n? Habe Bret brem at once. And yer but Eleven 5 
ut- of theſe were dy this Commiſſion Authoriz'd 
ot to Baptize. This we learn, a few Verſes before 
he che Text, Then the Eleven Diſciples went away in- 
cs WH ts Galilee; into n Mountain where Jeſus bad appoin- 
ne i td them.” And. Jeſus tame and ſpake unto them, 
cd ſyjing, All Power is given unto me both in Heaven 
dl i and in Eurtb. Go YE therefore and Diſciple all Na- 
Ml nat, b4ptizimg- them, in the Name of the Father, 
„Mie Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. It is evi- 
dent from this Place, That our Saviour did 
de rot give this Commiſion or Authority at large 
3 WM co all his Diſciples, but only to theſe Eleven. 
7, Wl Forhe did not meet them by Accident, but by 
0. Appointment: And if he had intended to have 
n Authoriz d more at this time, he would have 
ordered more to have met him at this Moun- 
tain in Galilee. Alſo he did not ſay to them, 
Dy ybu uni the reſt f your Brethren; go and Diſci- 
le, Me all Nations, but, 05 ye, that is, Te to whom 
Ano peak 1 re hom I appointed to meet me 
here, xhat I might confer {ach Authority up- 
be, eon you, Go ye and Diſciple all Nations, baptizing 
ton. This is a plain particular Seperat ion ot 


te them, for this Work and Office; excluſive of all 
% others. For if Cbriſt had deſign'd to have em- 
powered all his Diſciples in general, to have 
admitted others into his Church, he any ot 
n have 
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ſhould be perform d by every one, that would 
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em on this Occaſi. 
on, without taking any notice of the reſt. 


2 Tim.ii. ,, Confider that we are the Soldiers: of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and be bas choſen every good Chriſtian 
to be 4 Soldier. Now every Soldier muſt be 
Liſted into the Service of his General or So- 
vereign, by ſuch Perſon as has receiv d a Com. 
miſſion from the Sovereign ſo to liſt him. And 
no Perſon can Liſt any into the Service of 


the Sovereign, but thoſe who have received a 
Commiſſion ſo to do. And the Sovereign by 


granting ſuch Commiſſions, evidently excludes 
all that are uncommiſſion'd, from meddling in 
this Matter. Now Cbriſt is the Sovereign of 
the Church, All Power is given unto bim, both in 
Heaven and in Earth : And God gave bim to be tbe 


Eph. i. 22. Head over all Things to the Church. Whoever 


therefore is admitted into the Church, who- 
ſoever is Eiſted under his Banner, to be his 
faichful Soldier and Servant, as we all are by 
Baptiſm, muſt be admitted or liſted by ſuch as 
have received a Commiſſion from him for that 
Purpoſe. It appears from the Text, that Cbrif 
did grant a Commiſſion: to Eleven Perſons, to 
admit Members into his Church by Baptiſm, and 
to no more at that time. Therefore all others 
were evidently excluded from meddling in 
this Matter: Becauſe, the very Granting a 
Commiſſion, manifeſtiy 1 that thoſe 
which are Uncommiſſion'd, have no Authority 
or Power, to act in that Buſineſs, for which 
the Commiſſion is granted. For if they had, 
there would be no need of granting ſuch 2 
Commiſſion. And Cbriſ by making Choice of 
theſe Eleven out of above Five Hundred, eri. 
dently ſhewed, that he never intended that the 
Buſineſs which he Authoriz'd; them to do, 


take 


Chriſt's Commiſion to Baptiae 


take upon him to execute it. As therefore 4 | 


Man, who mould be "Lifted into the Service 
of his Sovereign, by one who has received 
no Commiſſion or Authority from the Sove- 
reign to Liſt him, would not be truly and 
properly 2 Soldier, how much ſoever he might 
think himſelf to be one, and both the Perfon 
Lifting, and the Perſon Lifted after that Man- 
ner, might. juſtly incur the High Diſpleaſure 
of the Sovereign for ſuch Contempt of his 
Authority and Mockery of his Commiſſion ; 
ſo, a Man baptiz'd by one that has received no 


, Commiſſion from Chrift to: make Diſciples, or 


to Liſt Soldiers into his Service, cannot be 
truly and properly a Diſciple of Cbriſt, and 
both the Baptizer and Baptized after that man- 
ner, may have juſt Cauſe to fear our Lords 
High Diſpleaſure, for this Contempt of his 
Authority, and Mockery of his Commiſſion. 
Again, Baptiſm is no part of Natural Reli- 
gion, it is a Poſitive Inſtitution ordained by 
Chriſt himſelf; and therefore no Man can 
have a Natural Right to the Miniſtration of 
it; The Power to adminiſter ic muſt be 
Poſitive, and can belong to none but only 
ſuch as Chrif# has, or ſhall authorize by 
the Inſtitution. Now it is evident, from the 
Text, compared with ſome other Portions of 
Scripture, 'T have already cited, that out of a- 
bove Five Hundred Brethren or Diſciples, 
Cbriſt made choice of but eleven, to whom 
he gave Power to put in Practice this Inſti- 
tution ; he ſelected thoſe from the reſt, ap- 
pointed them to meet him by themſelves with- 
out any other Company, and then committed 
to their Charge, the Making or Admiſſion of 
more Diſciples into his Church out of all Na- 
tions. He ſhewed himſelf to all the reſt "ep 
2 D ls 
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his Diſciples after his Reſurrection, and free- 
ly. converſed with them; but when he a2 
pointed the Sacrament of Baptiſm, for the Ad. 
miſſion of all Nations into Diſcipleſhip, he 
choſe only Eleven out of the reſt, to whom he 
committed that Diſpenſation. The Perſons 
therefore, by whomBaptiſm is to be adminiſtred, 
are plainly as poſitive a Part of the Inſtitution, 
as any thing elſe relating to that Ordinance. 
If Cbriſt had had but Eleven Diſciples at this 
time, when he commanded them to Diſciple all 
Nations baptiz.ing them, we might have conclu- 


- ded, That whoſoever was a Diſciple of Chrif, 


might have made other Diſciples, by Mini- 
ſtring this Sacrament to them: But whereas, 
he had above Five Hundred Diſciples, and yet 
at this time thought fit to authorize but Eleven 
of them, to be the Miniſters of Baptiſm, it 
is plain, that a Man's being himſelf a Diſci- 
ple, gives him no Authority, to make any 
other Perſon ſo by Baptiſm. | 

We may alſo further conſider, That Baptiſm 


zs a Seal of a Contract or Covenant between 


God and the Perſon to be baptiz d. The Per- 
ſon to be baptiz d, promiſes by himſelf, or 
by others in his Name, That be will renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, and conſtantly believe God's 
holy Word, and obediently keep bis Commandments : 
God alſo promiſes on his Part, That be will 
wouchſafe to receive him, to releaſe him of bis Sins, 
to ſanttify bim with the Holy Gho#5+, to give him the 
Kingdom of Heaven and Everlaſting Life. Now, 
though a Parent or Guardian may contract tor 
a Minor, who is unable to contract for him- 


ſelf, in Matters which ſhall be for the apparent 


Advantage of his Minor, without any Depu- 
tation from his Child or his Ward, to enable 


him co make ſuch a Contract, yet, it would 


be 


Chriſt”s Commiſſion to Bapt ize. 

be highly preſumptuous in any Man tei pre- 
tend to contract for his Superior, without a 
Deputation from him to do ſo. Or, will any 
Superior think himſelf bound by ſuch a Con- 
tract? It muſt therefore be the higheſt Pre- 
ſumption imaginable, for a Man to pretend to 
make a Contract for God, or in his Name, who 
has never receiv d any Deputation from him 
ſor that Purpoſe: Nor do God's Promiſes in 
any wiſe, bind him to perform the Conditions 
of a Covenant made him in his Name, by one 
whom he has not Authoriz d, or Deputed to 
Covenant for him. Where God gives a Man 
a Commiſſion, or Authority to Covenant in 
his Name, and to bind the Contract by a par- 
ticular Seal or Inſtitution 4' there is no doubt 
can be made, but he will ſtand to the Terms 
of the Covenant, and perform his Part faith - 
fully: But, if a Man takes upon him to make, 
and ſeal ſuch a Covenant in God's Name, who 
is not Commiſſion'd by him to do ſo, we have 
no Grounds to think, God is bound, or ty'd 
to ratify any Part of ſuch pretended Cove- 
nant, ſince the Perſon that made it, had no Au- 
thority to Act in his Name. And ſuch a Co- 
venant, though ungroundedly preſumed. to be 
ſealed and ratify d, with the Form of Baptiſm, 
muſt be null and void in it ſelf, 

The ſhort of the Matter is this, Baptiſm is a 
Poſit ive Inſtitution or Sacrament, oraain'd by Chriſt 
bimſelf, for the Admiſſion of Diſciples into his Church, 
or Soldiers into his Service, who are continually to 
fght again#t his and our Enemies, the World, the 


Fiſh and the Devil, and He gave a Commiſſion 


to certain Choſen Perſons, not to all his Diſ- 
ciples, to admit all Nations into this Service 
or Warfare, that is, all Perſons in all Nations, 
that were Willing and ready to come inta his 

D 2 * Ser- 
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Seryies: And they were to Contract or Co- 
venant with them for this Purpoſe, in the 
Name of the Three Perſons in the Bleſſed Tri. 
nity; the Father, the Sos, and the Holy 'Gho#t, and 
to ſeal this Covenant by the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm. But ſuch as had not this Commiſſion 
giventhem, had plainly no Authority to admit 
any into the Church, to make à Contract with 
them in the Name of the Bleſſed Trinity, or 
to ſeal this Covenant by the Miniſtration of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm. All they ſhould 
do in this Caſe, would plainly be null and 
void. That a private Soldier has as much Au. 
thority, to Liſt another into the Service of his 
Prince, as a private Chriſtian can have, to ad- 
mit a Member into Chris Church. That a 
Commiſſion is abſolutely neceſſary in this Caſe, 
to make the Baptiſm valid and effectual. For, 
who: ſhall make a Covenant, and Seal it in 
God's Name, who has received no Authority 

or Deputation from him to do ſo? 
It may now, and that reaſonably too, be 
ask'd, how ſhall we at this time know, who 
are the Perſons that are Authoriz d, Deputed, 
or Commiſſion'd by Cbriſt, to Miniſter this Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm? Cbriſt did indeed, as ap- 
ears; from the Context, authorize Eleven 
iſciples for this Purpoſe, excluſive, as you 
ſay, of all others; yet we find by the Scrip- 
tures, that ſeveral others did Miniſter this Sa- 
crament z and you your ſelf alſo, with others 
of your Profeſſion, adminiſter jit to this Day. 
How does it appear, that either they or you 
have any Commiſſion for this Miniſtry, more 
than any other Chciſtian 2 Whence do you de- 
rive your Authority? This I confeſs is a Per- 
tinent Queſtion, and I fthall endeavour to an- 
iwer it, and hope I ſhall do it to your Satis 
faction. In 
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In order to this, Iwill ſue e you, who theſe 

Eleven Diſciples were; what Authority they ß 
had, and how it was derived from them to 
others. We read therefore in the Goſpel, That 

out of his Diſciples, which as I have ſne wel 
you, were in all above Five Hundred, Hecbeſe Luk. vi. 
Twelve; whom be alſo. named Apoſtles... One of 12. 
theſe which was Fudan Iſcariot, betray d him, ee 
ind then bang d bünſelf before our Saviour vil. 3. 
Crucifixzon ; ſo that When our Lord aroſe 
from the Dead, there remained but Eleven of 

theſe Apoſtles, and to them it was, that he gave 

this Commiſſion to baptize. But this Was 

not all the Authority he gave them, for be Joh. xx. 


ſent them even as he war ſent by the Father. They 21. 


had therefore Authority to give Commiſſion 
to others, even as he had given to them: And 
accordingly we find, that they did ſo, and or- 
dained Elders, that is, Prieſts or Presbjterg, in Aa. xiv. 
every Church. And; becauſe their own ume 23. 
was but ſhort in this World, and yet the 
Church; and the Sacraments, and Ordinances 
appertaining to it, Wete to continue to all 
Generations; they alſo veſted others, who are 
called Biſhops, to give Commiſſions as they 
had done, and to orden Elder in every City. Tit. i. 3. 
For though the Apoſiles were not intended to 
continue beyond that Generation, yet it is 
evident, our Saviour deſignd his Commiſſion 
ſhould continue as long as the Earth ſhall 
ſtand, therefore at the granting of it, he pro- 
miſes to be with them always, even unto the end 
the World. Not with the Apoſtles them- 
elves only, for they have been all dead many 
Hundreds of Years: but with them and their 
ducceſſors, even to the end of the World. + 


Now, 


N. en thn 

42 1 The'Extent , 

Now, tho Prezbyters or Priefts, and Deacon. 

Act. viii. alſo, as appears from the Scriptures, received 

55 122 Commiſſion from the Apoſtles to preach and 

baptize ; yer it appears alſo from the ſame 

Compare Scriptures, as well as the continued Practice of 

1 Tim, v. the Church, that only Biſhops can give a Com 

— 2 miſſion or Ordain. For tho there were ſeve. 

17, 28. ral Elders or Pretiyters in the Church of Epbeſa, 

„vho were Overſeers, to feed the Church of God, 

1 Tim, i. yet St. Paul placed Timothy there, to guide and 

3+ govern them, and to Ordain .others as there 

ſhould be Occaſion. " + | A Mor 

In the Church of Eagland therefore, the on- 

ly Church in this Realm, which has preſervd 

the 1 Succeſſion of Biſhops, you may 

find Perſons ' duly authoriz'd or commiſſion d 

to baptize. The Prieſts and Deacons of this 

Cbureh have receiv'd a ' Commiſſion from the 

A poſtles Succeſſors, (who derive their Autho- 

rity by a Spiritual Generation from the Apo- 

ſtles and Cbriſt himſelf) to baptize and per- 

form other Miniſterial Offices amongſt you. 

But this Succeſſion and this Commiſſion is not 

to be found amongſt any Sect of Diſſentert what. 

ſoever. And we can ſaſely defy them all, 

of what Denomination or Perſwaſion ſoever 

they be, to prove that they have any Call 

or Commiſſion, either to baptize or perform 
any other Miniſterial Office. | 

They may perhaps, ſome of them pre- 

tend to an inward Call or Commiſſion, and 

talk of ſecret private Workings of the Spi- 

rit upon them: But this is not a Call or 

Commiſſion Warranted by the Scriptures. 

The Apoſtles were not ſo called, bur Cbriſt 

called and choſe them publickly our of the 

reſt of the Diſciples, and gave them Autho- 

| rity 
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ty by an audible Voice, and ſo ſent them, 


35: he was ſent; by the Father, who likewiſe Mar. iii. 
called and authorized him for the Work of 17. 
the Miniſtry, by 4 Voice from Heaven, and —iv. 17. 


from that time Jeſus began to preach, So that 
it is evident, both Chriſt and his Apoſtles had 


an outward Call to the Miniſtry. d the A4. vi. 6. 


Apoſtles alſo outwardly, by oſition of 
Yands, Ordained others to the Miniſterial 
Office. So that this inward Call, ſo much 
pretended to by ſome, has not the leaſt Foun- 
dation or Authority from Scripture to warrant 


It 

Others, perhaps will pretend, that they 
have this Outward Call or Commiſſion, which 
is warranted by the Scriptures, and that 
they have been ſolemnly Ordained to the 
Miniſterial Office. But then the Queſtion 
b, by whom were they Ordained 2 For, if 
they were Ordained by ſuch, as had no Au- 
thority to give them Orders, it is the ſame 
25 if they were not Ordained at all. If they 
lay, they were Ordained by Presbyters, (or 
ſuch as call themſelves ſo at leaſt) Let them 
ew from the Scriptures, or the Practice of 
the. Pure Primitive Church, or of the whole 
Catholick CHURCH for 1500 Years, or from 
the Practice of any Heretical or, Schiſmatical 
Church during that Time, that ever Presby- 
ter; were thought capable of giving Orders: 
If they can give one Inſtance, of any Ordi- 
nation, without being performed by a Bi- 
ſhop, that was everallowed of by the Church, 
to be good and. valid, from our Saviour's 
Time, to the Time of FOHN CALVIN, I 
will yield up the Cauſe. But if no ſuch 
Inſtance, can be brought forth, as I am yer 

we 


be Extent of Wen 
well affiired none can, Then it is evident, 
that fuch “ag ate Ordained by Presbytert (or 
dy thoſe that pretend to be ſo) have no Or. 
ders or Commiſſion at all, - all their M 
niſtetial Acts are invalid.” They are Uſar. 
pers of the Sacred - Office, their Waſhing, 


though they call it Baptiſm, is no Baptiſu; 


their Preaching is of no Authority, and their 
tending to Adminiſter the Lords Supper, 
15 a moſt Abominable Affront to that Sacred 
Ordinance. And thoſe ' who expect, that 
themſelves or their Children, ſhould be made 
true Members of Chrif, by their pretendel 
Baptiſm, or to be truly edify'd and benefitted 
by their preaching, or to be Partakers of 
the Body and Blood of Chrif by their pre- 
rended Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, 
are moft ſhatnefully abuſed, and moſt ſcanda- 
toufly impoſed upon. 
Aid for thoſe who pride themſelves, with 
the Name of Baptiz'd Believers, as J ſaid at 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, notwitb- 
ſtanding this their vain Boaft, they are nei- 
ther Baptized, nor many of them Believer, 
For, norwithſtanding they have been plun- 
ge over Head in the Waters; they cannot 
be faid to be baprized, ſince thoſe that ſo 
underrake' to plunge them into the Water, 
have no Commiſſion or Authority to bap- 
tize: And conſequently this Dipping can be 
no true Baptiſm. Then, that they are not 
many of them Bellie vert, is evident, from the 
Heterodox, Heretical Qpinions, which many 
of them hold, wich Relation to the [Trinity 
and Divinity of our Saviour. 
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Conſider then, intq what an unhappy Con- 
dition, thoſe Perſons: run themſelves, on 
OT orſake 


Churcl 
their 
do in 
the B 
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forſakei the Communion of the Eftabliſh'd 


Church: And how they moſt unkappily:de- 


prive themſelyes of that Benefit; which they 
might and ſhould receive, from the Sacred In- 
ſtitutions and Ordinances of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour. . As our Saviour inſtituted Holy Sacra- 
ments, as Seals of that Covenant, he made 
with God for Mankind as he appointed them 
for the Benefit of every Member of his 
and made them generally neceſſary to che Sal- 
vation of every Chriſtian, ſo neceſſary, that 
no Man who has Opportunity to receive them 
can be ſav' d, if he wilfully neglects them ; ſo, he 
appointed proper Officets to Adminiſter theſe 
Sacraments, and by ſuch particular appoint- 
ment of ſome, plainly, excluded all others 
from doing it. How chen can they hope tb 
be ſav d, who neglect to receive theſe Holy 
Sacraments, from thaſe that have a Divine 
Authority, co Adminiſter them? A Thing, 
now generally practis'd by all: Parties of: Di 
ſenters, of what Denomination ſoever. They 
moſt of them indeed -own: the: Neceſſity of 


theſe Sacraments, but are not duly. careful to 


conſider, from whom they ought to receive 
them. Whereas, it is evident, That” if 
they are not Miniſtred by ſuch as are 
Commiſſion d, according to Chriff's Ordinance 
for that Purpoſe, they are not the Sacra- 
ments of Chriſt, who no leſs appointed who 
ſhould Miniſter them, than he appointed or 
inſtituted the Sacraments themſelves. Thoſe 
therefore, who wilfully run from — 211 oe 
Church, and ſeek Baptiſm for themſelves or 
their Children, amongſt any Sect of Diſſenters, 
do indeed wilfully deprive themſelves of all 
the Benefits of ren They think they re- 

ceive 
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ckive chis Sarrament, but it is from thoſe who 
Have nog ight Adminiſter it, and conſequent. 
2 not the Sacrament it ſeif, but the 
- Profanation of that Holy Myſtery: And if 
this Sacramemt be generally neceſſary to Sal- 
- vation, 28 it certainly is, I fee not how 
dan be ſaved, acoording to the Revealed Will 
of God. Allthe we can have for them, 
muſt be drawn from Gods Uncovenanted 
Mercies: And how far thofe' may be ſaved 
by them, who put ſuch a flight upon his 
-Govenant, I cannot determine, k 
ble, be may make large Allowances to the 
Prejudices of an unhappy Education, but he 
has made no Promiſes in this Caſe, and there- 
ford we cannot fay directly, that he will do 
Jo Far, we can make no Promiſes for God, 
\bytbaly acquaint Men with what he has actu- 
ally promiſed. We'finfd no Promiſe made to an 
nbaptiz d Perſon, nor have we any Ground 
ruomchcripture to ſay, That Baptiſm is valid, 
wen performad by one who has received no 
Commiſſion to Baprize, 'which Commiſſion it 
- 45 certain, none of our Diſemerr have. 
Mboſoever therefore leaves the Church of 
England, and runs over to any Party of Diſſa- 
ters, and ſeeks to receive this Sacrament of 
Baptifm at their Hands, tro ſay no worſe, puts 
his Salvation to a very great Hazard; and in- 
deed, has no Grounds to expect it from am 
of the Promiſes of God. For though there 5 + 
Mar, zyi, 4 faithful Promiſe, That He that believeth ani 
16. is baptiæ d ſhall he ſavod, yet, there is no Promiſe 
to the Usbaptiz'd,' tho he be a Believer ; Nei- 
ther can thoſe be {aid to be truly baptiz d, who 
are baptiz d hy ſuch as have no Authority, no 
Commiſhon, ro Adminiſter that Sacrament. 
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Since then, all that ſeek to receive Baptiſm 
amongſt the Diſſenters, rug ſuch. an ee 


ey their Salvation, ' Nestle ndeed 
n Wee, 6 all: 3 HOP I. ſhall png 
1 ſua you to Rvoid the 
mation ring 'Petfons, that you be not 
eee dc tare] Segen en. 
12 ce, to V our 
"Ay „ and your Children's Ecernl Walfare. : 
As therefore 'you would ſectire to e 
m Everlaſting "Life of Happineſs in Heaven: 
Let me entreat you, to continue Firm and 
Stedfaſt in the Communion of the Eftabliſh'd 
Cube and my Soul tor yours if 3 if 5 
Like be agreeable that Communion, 
33 8 be 9 nn to your "oj 
al Covenant, Whic u made 
CHURCH, and after this Like ended a8 0b 
ie be made Partakers of an In- 
nce With tc Saints in Light, bn 
the Merits of Joes Cbriſt our hen ” 
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